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2005 International Space Development Conference

BACKGROUNDER 
DATE & LOCATION

The 2005 International Space Development Conference will take place May 19 – 22, 2005, at the Sheraton National Hotel in Arlington, Virginia.  The Saturday night gala will take place at the National Air & Space Museum’s Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center, adjacent to Washington-Dulles International Airport, in Dulles, Virginia.
SUMMARY & THEME
The International Space Development Conference (ISDC) is the annual conference of the National Space Society – the most vocal public space group in the nation.  This year is the 30th anniversary celebration of the society, founded in 1975 by Apollo space program leader Werner von Braun.  The 2005 theme is “Your Ticket to Space,” focusing on personal space travel and space tourism as well as the new NASA Exploration Vision for the Moon and Mars.
ISDC ’05 will bring together the pioneers who are building this new world of space.  Pioneers like Burt Rutan, designer of SpaceShipOne; Admiral Craig Steidle, the leader of NASA’s exploration efforts; Peter Diamandis, the founder of the X PRIZE; Dr. Steven Squyres, the leader of the Mars Exploration Rover program; Dr. Bob Mitchell, the head of the Cassini Saturn probe; Will Whitehorn, the president of the exciting new Virgin Galactic space tourism company, Elon Musk, Internet entrepreneur turned rocket pioneer — and many, many more.

ISDC is scheduled just two months before NASA expects to return the Space Shuttle to flight – the launch window currently opens July 13.  Weaving together all the main strands of space exploration, ISDC will catalyze national excitement about spaceflight and the shuttle’s return into a high-profile Washington, D.C. event showcasing the latest trends, news and ideas in space.  It will provide a high profile opportunity for companies to demonstrate their support for space in Washington during the single biggest week for space in 2005.
Space exploration is undergoing a renaissance, with private companies breaking down barriers to citizen space travel and participation, and NASA and other international space agencies heading back to the Moon and on to Mars.  At this amazing moment on the cusp of a new century, NSS asks, “do you have Your Ticket to Space?”
A sustainable space future will require a healthy relationship between private and government efforts.  Infrastructure must be built, new spacecraft designed, and new habitats for extended stays developed.  Equally important is sustaining public support—providing value by creating benefits that improve life on Earth, and promoting awareness of those benefits.  It is an exciting vision, and it is happening now.

The public is becoming engaged in space in fundamentally new ways.  Via the Internet, you can download the latest pictures from Mars at the same time as scientists around the world.  Real time space exploring — virtual space exploration — is a new reality.  Personal spaceflight is just around the corner, with Virgin Galactic and other space entrepreneurs preparing to sell tickets on entirely new fleets of vehicles.

The 2005 ISDC seeks to capture the excitement of this new era in space, inspire attendees by introducing them to spaceflight’s new leaders, and provide the latest news and sneak previews — direct from the frontier.
SPONSORS

Sponsors of ISDC 2005 include:

· NASA

· The Boeing Company
· Raytheon

· Cisco Systems

· Lockheed Martin

· Space Adventures

· Orbital Sciences Corporation
· Transformational Space Corp. LLC

· NASA Research Partnership Centers

· Space Age Publishing Company
· California Space Authority
SCHEDULE HIGHLIGHTS
Thursday, May 19

8am-noon sessions:
· Plenary sessions - Burt Rutan (8:30 am) 
· NASA Centennial Challenges
· “The New NASA” - Gen. Robert Dickman

· Future Benefits of Space - Dr. Howard Ross

noon-2pm:

· Luncheon – NASA’s Adm. Craig Steidle 

2pm-6pm sessions:

· Benefits of Space 

· Vehicles & FAA/AST 

· Power & Propulsion 

· Spaceports 
· New Entrepreneurs
· Polling & Space 

· Astrobiology, Earth Science, & Space Science 
· Vehicles & Hotels
6pm-9pm:

· Dinner - John Karas, VP, Space Exploration, Lockheed Martin
10pm (exact time TBD)
· Star Wars III special screening at local Alexandria theater

Friday, May 20

8am-noon sessions:

· Plenary session: Successful Space Entrepreneuring 

· International Exploration

· NEOs & Planetary Defense 

· Nanotechnology

· Women in Aerospace
· Space History 
noon-2pm:

· Luncheon - Elon Musk: Founder, SpaceX 

2pm-6pm sessions:

· James Garvin, NASA Chief Scientist: Science and the Vision
· Benefits of Space 

· Space Tourism & Experiences 

· Moon, Mars, & Beyond 
· Lunar Resources
· Space Elevators 
· Open Source Software 
6pm-9pm:

· Dinner - Robert Mitchell, Program Manager, Cassini

Saturday, May 21

8am-noon sessions:

· Prizes – Dr. Peter Diamandis, X Prize

· Education Panels
· Breakthough space technology
· Space Tourism
noon-2pm:

· Luncheon – ISS Astronaut Jim Voss & IMAX Director Mark Cowen
2pm-4pm sessions:

· Plenary session – The Future of Space Science: Squyres, Mitchell, Butler
· Town Hall: The Future of Space Advocacy
· Lunar Settlement 
· L5 Settlement/Ocean & Space Exploration 

· Resource Utilization 

6:30pm-11pm:

· NSS Awards Gala at the Udvar-Hazy Center - hosted by Hugh Downs, with U.S. Transportation Sec. Norman Mineta
Sunday, May 22
8am-noon sessions:

· Mars Settlement

· International Space University

· Students for the Exploration of Space (SEDS)

· Hubble Space Telescope

· Space Commerce
noon-2pm:

· Luncheon – Peter Diamandis, Founder and Chairman, X PRIZE Foundation

SPEAKERS
	Government Space
	Private Space

	The Hon. Norman Y. Mineta
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
	Burt Rutan 

President of Scaled Composites and designer of SpaceShipOne



	Rear Adm. Craig E. Steidle, USN (Ret.)

NASA’s Associate Administrator for Exploration Systems
	Will Whitehorn 

President, Virgin Galactic




	Dr. James Garvin 

NASA Chief Scientist


	Elon Musk
President, Space Exploration Technologies Corporation

	Dr. Adena Williams Loston 

NASA's Associate Administrator for Education
	Jim Maser 

President and General Manager, Sea Launch Company LLC



	The Hon. Robert S. Walker

Chairman, Wexler & Walker Public Policy Associates
	Lon Levin 

Vice President, Corporate and International Planning, Mobile Satellite Ventures; Co-founder, XM Satellite Radio

	Dr. Steven Squyres

Principal Investigator, Mars Exploration Rovers

	Jim Benson 

Chairman and CEO, SpaceDev

	Dr. Robert Mitchell

Program Manager, Cassini

	Dr. Peter Diamandis 

Founder and Chairman, X PRIZE Foundation; 
Chairman and CEO, Zero Gravity Corporation

	Frederic Nordland

Head of Washington Office, European Space Agency


	David Gump 

CEO, Transformational Space LLC

	Yevgeny K. Zvedre

Senior Counselor, Space & Technology, Embassy of the Russian Federation to the United States of America


	Eric Anderson 

CEO, Space Adventures

	Mengxin Sun 

First Secretary (Science and Technology), Embassy of the People's Republic of China in the USA

	Armand Musey 

President, Near Earth LLC

	Dr. Paul Spudis

Senior Scientist, Applied Physics Lab; President's Commission on the Implementation of U.S. Space Exploration Policy


	Stephen Attenborough 

Vice President of Astronaut Relations, Virgin Galactic

	Dr. John Logsdon

Director, Space Policy Institute, and Professor of Political Science and International Affairs, George Washington University


	Dr. Brad Edwards 

President/Founder Carbon Designs, Inc.

	Patricia Grace Smith 

Associate Administrator for Commercial Space Transportation, FAA
	Rich Pournelle 

Director of Investor Relations, XCOR Aerospace

	Brant Sponberg 

Program Manager, Centennial Challenges, NASA


	Brian Feeney 

Team Leader, The da Vinci Project 


	Lindley Johnson 

Program Manager, Near Earth Observation Program, NASA

	Alan Ladwig 

President, To Orbit Productions



	Graham Gibbs 

Counsellor, Space Affairs, Canadian Embassy


	Pat Bahn 

CEO, TGV Rockets, Inc.

	James D. Burke

Senior Member, Technical Staff, Jet Propulsion Laboratory; former Ranger project manager


	Charles Miller 

President and CEO, Constellation Services International

	Gerald Holzmann

Principal Computing Scientist, Jet Propulsion Laboratory


	


SPEAKERS (cont.)
	Visionary Space

	Hugh Downs

Chairman, Board of Directors, NSS

	Rick Tumlinson

Co-founder, Space Frontier Foundation



	Rusty Schweickart 

Apollo 9 astronaut; Chairman, B612 Foundation

	Dr. Roger Launius

Chair, Division of Space History, National Air and Space Museum



	Gen. Robert Dickman, USAF (Ret.) 

Executive Director, AIAA
	Tom Rogers

Chairman, The Sophron Foundation



	Dr. R. Paul Butler 

Staff Scientist, Department of Terrestrial Magnetism, Carnegie Institution of Washington
	Steve Durst

President, Space Age Publications



	Dr. Robert Zubrin

President, The Mars Society

	Inge Heyer

Space Telescope Science Institute



	Dr. Bruce Betts 

Director of Projects, The Planetary Society
	Dr. Brian Marsden

Director, Minor Planets Center, Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics



	Dr. William Gutsch, Jr. 

President and CEO, Challenger Center for Space Science Education

	William Burrows

Professor, New York University; Author, This New Ocean: The Story of the First Space Age



	Mark Jannot

Editor-in-Chief, Popular Science

	Dr. Patricia J. Arnold

Vice President, Education & Workforce Development, Space Foundation



	James Zimmerman

President, International Astronautical Federation

	Dr. Mike Duke

Director, Center for Commercial Applications of Combustion in Space, Colorado School of Mines



	Lon Rains

Editor, Space News

	Robert Strong 

Director, SMART Center, West Liberty State College, West Virginia

	Dr. Leik Myrabo

Professor of Engineering Physics, RPI; CEO, Lightcraft Technologies


	Joshua Neubert 

President, Students for the Exploration and Development of Space (SEDS) USA

	Esther Dyson

Editor, Release 1.0; Former Chairman of the ICANN Board


	Ben Shelef 

Founder, The Spaceward Foundation

	Brig. Gen. Simon “Pete” Worden (USAF, Ret.)

Former Director of Transformation at the Space and Missile Systems Center, Los Angeles Air Force Base


	Scott Mize 

President, Foresight Institute


	Anthony Duignan-Cabrera

Editor, SPACE.com and Ad Astra magazine

	


For more information: 

George Whitesides

Executive Director, NSS
(202) 429-1600
george@nss.org

Jeremy Pyle

Vice President of Public Affairs, NSS

(415) 713-6272

jeremy@nss.org

Jeff Foust

ISDC 2005 Communications Manager

240-277-6371 (cell)

jfoust@nss.org
National Space Society  1620 I (Eye) Street NW, Suite 615, Washington, DC 20006
Tel: (202) 429-1600 -- FAX: (202) 463-8497
www.nss.org

