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Nat i onal Space Soci ety Announces Policy On Transhab

Recently, one research program at NASA has generated debate in the halls of
Congress and a firestormof controversy within the space advocacy comunity.

Transhab, a research and devel opnent programintended to investigate the
potential of habitable, inflatable space structures, has conme under fire
within the House of Representatives. Concerns were raised by |egislators that
the R & D effort would energe fromthe |ISS office as a construction project
that would replace the current station habitation nodule. The fear was that
with the replacenent would cone a dranatic increase in the cost of the
International Space Station and delays in the contenpl ated construction
schedul e. Language was added to the House version of NASA' s nultiyear
appropriations bill to halt work on habitable inflatable structures

for one year.

In response to this threat to Transhab fundi ng sonme advocacy organi zations
have nounted strenuous efforts to ensure that nonies for inflatables research
within the 1SS programoffice is retained.

The conplexity of this issue, however, defies a quick and easy sol ution
Inflatable habitation may offer a safe and cost effective nethod of providing
living volunme on Mars, the Moon and in space. At the sanme tine, the promse
of this technol ogy shoul d not becone an excuse to further delay conpletion of
ISS or raise its cost.

In Iight of these considerations, the Policy Conmttee of the National Space
Soci ety nmakes the foll owi ng recommendati ons:

1. Research and devel opnent of inflatables technol ogy should continue at
NASA;
2. NASA shoul d not devel op under its own auspices an inflatable habitation

nodul e for the International Space Station; and

3. The National Space Society should endorse the concept of
conmer ci al devel opnent of suppl emental habitation for the International Space
Station.

The Policy Committee is confident that these recommendati ons bal ance the

i ssues involved and nost inportantly help to pronote the devel opnent of

t echnol ogi es whi ch advance space settlenent in a speedy and cost effective
manner .



